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World Radiocommunication Conference 2012 (WRC-12) – Outcomes
23 January – 17 February 2012, Geneva
1. Introduction

This document records the Agenda Item and the Outcome that was the main topic for the Amateur Service at WRC-12.  The majority of the provisions entered into force as from 1 January 2013.

If the national Radio Regulations for your country do not include an allocation in the “MF Band” 472 – 479 kHz, please check that these ITU Radio Regulations have come into force, the Footnote below for exclusions and check with your Administration to ensure they implement the WRC outcome.

2. Agenda Item 1.23:

“to consider an allocation of about 15 kHz in parts of the band 415 - 526.5 kHz to the amateur service on a secondary basis, taking into account the need to protect existing services”
Outcome

A world-wide secondary allocation to the amateur service for an “MF” Band at 472 – 479 kHz was approved with the limitation of a maximum radiated power as specified in Footnote 5.80A (see below) of the Radio Regulations.
Note: The use of this band by the amateur service is not authorized in the countries specified in Footnote No. 5.80B of the Radio Regulations (see below).
5.80A The maximum equivalent isotropically radiated power (e.i.r.p.) of stations in the amateur service using frequencies in the band 472 - 479 kHz shall not exceed 1 W.  Administrations may increase this limit of e.i.r.p. to 5 W in portions of their territory which are at a distance of over 800 km from the borders of Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Belarus, China, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, the Russian Federation, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Uzbekistan, Qatar, Syrian Arab Republic, Kyrgyzstan, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, Ukraine and Yemen.  In this frequency band, stations in the amateur service shall not cause harmful interference to, or claim protection from, stations of the aeronautical radionavigation service. (WRC-12)

5.80B The use of the frequency band 472 - 479 kHz in Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Belarus, China, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, the Russian Federation, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Oman, Uzbekistan, Qatar, Syrian Arab Republic, Kyrgyzstan, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia and Yemen is limited to the maritime mobile and aeronautical radionavigation services.  The amateur service shall not be used in the above-mentioned countries in this frequency band, and this should be taken into account by the countries authorizing such use. (WRC-12)
3. Future Agenda Items
One future agenda item that directly concerned the Amateur Service was to seek a possible allocation to the amateur service on a secondary basis at around 5 300 kHz.  This was approved for the next WRC (WRC-15).

Agenda Item 1.4:
“to consider a possible new allocation to the amateur service on a secondary basis within the band 5 250 - 5 450 kHz in accordance with Resolution 649 (WRC-12)”
“Resolution 649 (WRC-12): Possible allocation to the amateur service on a secondary basis at around 5 300 kHz” was also approved.
4. Other Agenda Items likely to affect the amateur service
The following agenda items at WRC-12 could affect the amateur services and were monitored closely:
4.1 Agenda Item 1.10:

“to examine the frequency allocation requirements with regard to operation of safety systems for ships and ports and associated regulatory provisions, in accordance with Resolution 357 (WRC-07)”

The progress of studies in the ITU-R on this agenda item was watched from the viewpoint of any impact on the new spectrum allocation to the amateur service at 472 – 479 kHz in agenda item 1.23.  No impact resulted.
4.2 Agenda Item 1.15:

“to consider possible allocations in the range 3 - 50 MHz to the radiolocation service for oceanographic radar applications, taking into account the results of ITU ‑ R studies, in accordance with Resolution 612. (WRC-07)”
This agenda item was of particular interest to the amateur service to the extent that any allocations for oceanographic radars need to be separate from amateur service allocations.  There is a fundamental incompatibility between the high power radar transmitters and the sensitive amateur receivers used to detect typically very weak signals of radio amateurs in their MF and HF allocations.  Shared allocations are not feasible.

Sharing studies focused on in-band compatibility in the bands used by FS and/or LMS for various reasons and included the following conclusion:

· “Sharing with amateur, broadcasting, and radio astronomy services seems to be difficult due to their protection requirements”.
Three Methods were proposed in the CPM Report and no allocations to the radiolocation service were proposed in the bands allocated to amateur services in any Method.  This outcome carried through to final allocations agreed for the radiolocation service.
4.3 Agenda Item 1.14:

“to consider requirements for new applications in the radiolocation service and review allocations or regulatory provisions for implementation of the radiolocation service in the range 30 - 300 MHz, in accordance with Resolution 611. (WRC-07)”

For similar reasons as given in section 4.2 above, sharing between the amateur service (and the amateur-satellite service), and radiolocation services is unlikely to be feasible.
Studies carried out in the ITU-R were focused on the band 154-156 MHz to allow compatibility with existing services.
Three Methods were proposed in the CPM-Report and no allocations to the radiolocation service were proposed in the bands allocated to amateur services in any Method.  This outcome carried through to final allocations agreed for the radiolocation service.
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